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We continue our journey through the season of Trinity and as we know, every Sunday has a 
particular theme attached to it. The first 5 Sundays in Trinity are called the Sundays of Love: (1) 
The love of God; (2) The response of love; (3) The grace of God; (4) The Mercy of God; (5) The 
peace of God. 

So today, we meditate on the grace of God. The grace of God is an undeserved gift from God. 
You don’t do anything special to receive it, it’s not your social, political, financial, or even 
religious status that would make you suitable for the grace of God. You have it because it pleases 
God to give it to you. 
  
In the spiritual realm, all of the world’s religions, except for Christianity, work on the merit 
system. Even the major branches of Christianity, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Orthodox 
Church teach a system of merit-salvation, where you have to add your works to what Christ did 
on the cross in order to go to heaven. Most believers who die go to purgatory, where after 
suffering for a while, eventually you will have enough of your sins purged away and enough 
merit to qualify for heaven. This merit system of salvation occupies the public mind. Ask anyone 
on the street his opinion of how a person gets into heaven and you will hear something about 
being a good person. This is what the Pharisees in today's gospel had in mind when they saw 
Jesus hanging out with "sinners". They thought that the publicans and sinners don't deserve the 
presence of God. They need to "do" something on their own to deserve it. 
 
Also, God's grace gets misunderstood from another side. Many Christians wrongly think that 
God’s grace means that He gives out free passes that allow us to sin, with no consequences for 
disobedience.  
If you warn them that their sloppy view of sin will result in God’s discipline, they don’t want to 
hear it. “O Fr. Thierry, you too legalist!” They say things like, “I’m not into your rules kind of 
religion. I’m under grace, not law.” For them, grace means permission for sloppy living.  
 

God's grace trains us for godliness and good deeds. God's grace saves us. 
How does life under grace look like? How do we differentiate someone living under grace from 
someone living without it?  What are some of the marks or signs we see on someone living under 
the grace of God? 

Today’s readings help us answer those questions. 



Let’s just focus on the Epistle. Peter tells us that someone whose life is rooted in the grace of 
God: 

Is humble – God gives grace to the humble because they know their weakness and they are 
content to trust alone Christ. Such humility towards God will make us “subject one to another”. 
It is impossible to be humble before God while we are proud toward our neighbors. 
Knows that his life totally depends on God, therefore he will always “cast all care upon him”, 
knowing that God is sensitive to his condition. Beloved, don’t rely on your own power to fix 
anything or to solve anything. Turn to God in prayer and supplication and he will grant you your 
heart desires. 

Is vigilant -- you need to continue to be vigilant all the time without relaxing because Satan 
never relaxes on you. When somebody overcomes sin of sexual immorality, Satan will introduce 
another fleshly desire as if that does not matter. When you stop fighting, then Satan may bring 
anger which you must still overcome. When you overcome malice, the devil may bring gossip, 
after you have overcome telling lies, Satan may bring pride. When you overcome a worldly 
lifestyle, Satan will introduce another. That is the reason we must be vigilant every time. 

Is able to resist the devil – The word of God exhorts us to resist the devil in order to cause him 
to flee or run away from us (James 4:7). It means to withstand, to strive against, or to oppose 
every spirit that does not confess the name of Jesus in and around us. 

How can we successfully achieve all this: be humble, submit to God, be vigilant, and resist the 
devil? Only by the grace of God. 

May the Lord of all grace, who called us to his eternal glory in Christ, after we have suffered a 
little while here on earth, restore us and make us strong, firm, and steadfast in his love. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we submit ourselves to you. When temptations knock at our door or the 
storm rages help us not to become bitter. Help us to be humble in all situations and to grow 
in grace everyday. Amen! 


