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On this Second Sunday after Epiphany, we are called to look at an event that made it into all four 
gospels – every gospel writer found this event so inspiring and so important that they all wrote 
about it. This event marks the Inauguration of Jesus into the ministry. It was his coming-out party 
– his grand opening, the beginning of his public life. That event was the baptism of our Lord 
Jesus. 

The baptism of Jesus offers some powerful lessons for us today.  

Lesson 1: Always do the will of the Father, even when it doesn’t seem to make sense.  

When we read the gospel of Matthew (Matthew 3: 13- 17) on the topic Jesus’ baptism, we see 
that John doesn’t know what to make of it. He tries to decline the service. “ I need to be baptized 
by you, and yet you are coming to me?” But when Jesus insists, John the Baptist submits. To 
fulfill all righteousness is to submit to the plan of God even if doesn’t make sense to us. It 
doesn’t make sense that Jesus, a holy man, Son of God, God himself, comes to a man, a sinful 
creature, to be baptized. It doesn’t make sense that Jesus identifies with sinners.   
Jesus and John were fulfilling the roles that God had instructed them to play. They did it. We are 
called to do the same.  

Lesson 2: Baptism gives us the grace necessary to live the life God wants us to live.  

Regardless of what you think about Jesus’ baptism, it illustrates that our baptism is the first step 
in our living for God. It gives us the strength and tools necessary to be what God wants us to be. 
Whenever we fall short in doing God’s will, we can remember our baptism and know that Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are with us.  

Lesson 3: We all can use some encouragement.  

Jesus was the Son of God, God himself. He had powers to do anything. Yet, here, at his baptism, 
the Father’s voice booms from Heaven: “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”. 
We all like to be told that someone is pleased with us. Whether it is a simple “thank you” for a 
service rendered or a little bit of praise for something we have done well, it feels good to be 
acknowledged and appreciated.  
We live in a world where it is easy to only find fault in others. The current political climate in our 
country is an example. As we see in the Bible, “peace, peace, when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 
6: 14; Jeremiah 8: 11; Ezekiel 13: 10 and 16). Some people call for peace while there are the 



same people causing trouble. They call for unity, while they are the ones sowing the seed of 
division among us. One side is demonizing the other side. One person, or a group of people, 
doing all it takes to destroy or bring down the other person, or group of people. How can we 
create a peaceful and unified nation in such chaos? Well, let me tell you something. Christians 
are called upon to be an example; to be the encouraging force that will bring unity and peace 
among people. That’s the responsibility that your baptism places upon you, and you need to 
fulfill it well. But you can’t do it if you only see the evil or the negativity in the other person if 
you only focus on the shortcomings of the other person. Be patient with the other person ---
regardless of who he or she is---as God is patient with you. Encourage him to be or to do better. 
Don’t forget that you are a baptized person and that at your baptism, God said “you are my 
beloved child in whom I am well pleased”.  
  
Today, as we renew the vows we made at our baptism let us recommit ourselves to living into 
those sacred promises. Let us repent of our own failure to follow in the way of love and 
rededicate ourselves to becoming Christ to the world, Christ to our country, and Christ to the 
Church that desperately needs a revival. We have been given a sacred calling…all of us members 
of the priesthood of believers…. the disciples of Christ. Let us not be afraid to proclaim the 
Gospel message of love in our words and our actions and may the Holy Spirit pouring down 
upon us from God the Father give us the grace and the strength to be the lights of Christ in our 
confused and perverse generation.  

Prayer 

We praise you, Holy Father: you have made us your children, brothers and sisters of Jesus, 
and temples of your Holy Spirit. We thank you for making us Christians. Help us to 
continue dying to sin and living with Christ for you. Lead all people into your kingdom of 
light. Through Christ our Lord…


