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The month of October is the month of St 
Francis of Assisi – Patron Saint of Animals 
and ecology  

Saint Francis was born in Italy around 1181 
– 1182. After a wild youth and a brief ca-
reer as a soldier, Francis had a conversion 
experience that inspired him to abandon 
his family’s wealth and devote his life to 
God, just as St Dominic did.   

His dedication to poverty, humility, obedi-
ence, patience and compassion soon 
attracted followers and, in 1209, he re-
ceived permission from Pope Innocent III to 
form a new religious order known as the 
Friars Minor (commonly called the Francis-
cans).   

Francis’s love of God overflowed into love 
for God’s creatures, both men and animals. 
He was well known for his sermons 
preached to animals and his insistence that 
all creatures are brothers and sisters under 
God.  

Every year on or around October 4, Chris-
tians throughout the world celebrate the 
Feast of St. Francis with prayers for crea-
tion and a blessing of the animals.   

But how did Jesus regard animals and how 
does this impact upon today’s generation 
of Christians?  

The first clue is the remarkable frequency 
in which Christ associated Himself with 
animal imagery. His birth took place in the 
home of sheep and oxen. At His baptism, 
John the Baptist hailed Jesus as the “Lamb 

of God” (John 1: 29) and the Spirit of God 
descended on Him like a “dove” (Matthew 
3: 16). Symbolizing His kingship, the book 
of Revelation identifies Christ as the “Lion 
of Judah”. Perhaps most touchingly, Jesus 
expresses his love for the people of Jerusa-
lem by longing to gather them together as 
“a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings” (Matthew 23:37).  

In His teachings, there is an unsung but 
striking, nature-based sense of spirituality. 
In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus refers 
to the lilies and birds as models of Christian 
discipleship. Pointing to the sparrows, 
humble creatures by human standards, and 
having very little monetary value, Jesus 
tells the crowd that “not one of them will 
fall to the ground outside the love of your 
Father” (Matthew 10:29-31).  

It is obvious that God enjoys animals. In 
Psalm 104:31, the psalmist declared, “Let 
the Lord be glad in his works.” Clearly, the 
statement speaks broadly of all that God 
has created, but it is preceded by a long 
description of God’s interaction with ani-
mals—wild goats, rock badgers, beasts of 
the forest, young lions, animals both small 
and great (see vv. 18-30). In a few more 
verses, the psalmist used this same word 
translated “glad” to describe his own joy in 
God. He said emphatically, “I shall be glad 
in the Lord” (Ps. 104:34).  

Animals bring glory and praise to God - In 
Psalm 148, the psalmist called on every-
thing to praise the Lord. He included in this 
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Senior Warden’s Moment 

call sea monsters, beasts, cattle, creeping things, and birds (vv. 
7, 10). The final verse of the final psalm of the entire psalter 
reads: “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise 
the Lord!” (Ps. 150:6). Even though they don’t do so with 
words, animals still bring glory and praise to God.  

Drawing from this entire biblical witness, we can make some 
important conclusions about how to think about animals. First, 
we must recognize that animals may very well be co-inheritors 
with us of the new creation. When we consider that animals 
were part of God’s original design for his creation, it is plausible 
that they are part of his eternal design, as well. In his letter to 
the church at Rome, the Apostle Paul said all of creation was 
subjected to the corrupting effects of the Fall and that the day 
is coming when it too shall be freed from this corruption 
(Rom. 8:18-22). There is no reason to suspect that animals are 
not part of this vision of a redeemed creation. The prophet 
Isaiah saw a day when humans and animals would live once 
again in perfect harmony (Is. 11:6-9). The Apostle Paul may be 
telling us this is a vision of eternity, not only of the millennium.  

God put animals on the planet and gave them a mandate as 
well. Part of the human calling is to help them fulfill this man-
date in a way that enables them to reach their full potential in 
creation. They not only enrich our lives. They point to the crea-

tor of all things. Animals are not only worthy of our respect. 
They deserve it.  

I hope that the inspiration of St Francis of Assisi will help us 
keep ever alive a sense of brotherly connections with all those 
good and beautiful things which God has created. May he re-
mind us of our serious obligation to respect and watch over 
them with care.   

Peace and Blessings! 

Fr. Mannes Thierry Hakpon, O.P. 

hathier@hotmail.com 

703-986-8906 

 

 
 
"For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at 
the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it 
tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come,It 
will not tarry" (Habakkuk 2: 3). 

 

 

To My Dear St. Alban's members, 

 

Out of all the chaos and difficult times we 
have been facing, a strong message is 
emerging again and again to the faithful.  The time is now to 
Repent of our sins, Renew our faith in God and Revival!  A great 
Awakening of His people is beginning.  If you were able to live 
stream or attend the "Pray for America 2020" day in Washing-
ton D.C. you were witnessing an event that was so powerful 
{that was shown world wide} that one could feel the presence 
of His Spirit.  It's time to let our light shine in this dark world 
thru prayer, life commitment, and going forth to bring others to 
Christ. Many of our faithful are living with fear due to all the 
news telling them a lot of gloom and doom scenarios. We are 
still killing our unborn babies! Repent! Repent! We see social 
unrest! Repent! Pray! The Good News is we have a different line 
of communication by the presence of the Holy Spirit encourag-
ing us to "Fear not for I am with thee".  God is in control!  Keep 
moving forward as commanded in the Great Commission. What 
comfort this message is!  How empowering to see thousands 
and thousands from all over these United States praying, re-

penting, singing and worshiping our God!  May His Spirit move 
us all to Revival!  Pray for it! 

There remain many churches whose doors are still closed.  Vir-
tual church is a means to keep all informed...but God's house is 
where we all come together to worship before the altar of God. 
It's time to reach out to our friends who hunger for "going to 
church" to receive the Eucharist...to sing the wonderful hymns 
and to pray together.  Our doors are open to all who want to 
worship..so encourage your friends and neighbors to visit us, 
worship with us while their church is closed.  We do social dis-
tance, we do have masks available.  We will continue to worship 
our God as we have since the early church was formed. 

Of course attending church is an individual choice.  I understand 
the concerns, especially for those who are compromised.  We 
will continue, as we have been doing every Sunday, to pray for 
you.  St. Alban's services are now live streaming on Facebook 
each Sunday.  Videos of some complete services and audios of 
all of Father Thierry's recent sermons are available on our web-
site, < SaintAlbansAnglican.org >.  Just click on Sermons at the 
top of the webpage and select your format.  Eunice Green 
emails out a text copy of Fr. Thierry's sermons every Sunday 
morning. 

We look forward to once again having our First Wednesday of 
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the month Anglican Study in the fellowship hall on Oct. 7, begin-
ning at 6p.m.  A light meal will be provided, then, the class will 
begin around 6:30p.m.  Please come and delve deeper into the 
Anglican Faith!  

On Thursday, Oct. 15, at 7p.m., we will restart our Prayer Group 
led by Jim and Marilyn Bennetch.  Prayers are so needed right 
now.  We need to pray for our Country, our President and other 
elected officials, our families, military, police, firefighters, those 
who are hungry, homeless, suffering, persecuted for their 
faith...the list goes on and on.  We would love to have you join 
us! 

Father Thierry will be updating us as November approaches 
about a special event that will be taking place.  It will be a Music 
festival and a Lenten retreat for all the diocesan churches to be 
held at St. Alban's on Saturday Nov. 1st.  Please keep that day 
open on your calendar to attend and help with this event. 

The Food Pantry continues every Wednesday.  Please support it 
with your money donations, food donations...even paper and 
plastic bags are needed. 

Wednesday Bible Study at 10:00 continues the study on Revela-
tion.  All are welcome to attend. 

Sunday Bible Study in the Library begins around 9:45 and ends in 

time for the 11:00 service.  We are currently discussing the Ser-
mon on the Mount from the book written by John Stott led by 
Sarah Walls.  Always an enlightening discussion.  Wish you 
would take the time to join us.  We would love for those  who 
attend the 8:30 service to join us, too! 

A special thanks to Bernard Riley who led us all at the Diocesan 
Synod last week with beautiful music. For those who came to lift 
their voices to God in the choir: Charity, C.J., Esther, and Sarah 
Hakpon, and Elaine Wittel. Also thanks to our delegates, Charity 
Hakpon, Sarah Walls and Lynn Snively for giving of your time and 
talents serving the church.  St. Alban's was well represented! 

 

God Bless St. Alban's and God Bless it's people, Amen 

Hope to see you Sunday! 

 

Rosalind Snively 

Senior Warden 

 

*The purer your habits, the closer to God you will come.   Ravi 
Zacharias 

Announcement of upcoming events at St.Alban.s 
· ADVENT RETREAT AND MUSIC FESTIVAL 
NOVEMBER 21, 2020 9am-3pm 

The Pro-Cathedral of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States. St Albans, Richmond, VA 
"THE GRAINS OF WHEAT" "Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." (John 12:24). 

·   Teaching on "Anglicanism" Every First Wednesday of the Month at 6 pm. The next teaching is on 
Oct 7 at 6 pm. 

· Our next Monthly Prayer is on Thursday, Oct 15 at 7 pm.  

Christ the King Sunday 
Basic Facts 

Liturgical Color(s): White 
Type of Holiday: Solemnity; Holy Day of Obligation 
Time of Year: Final Sunday of Trinity (Sunday before Advent) 
Duration: One Sunday 
Celebrates/Symbolizes: Jesus as King, Messiah, and Lord 
Alternate Names: Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 
Scriptural References: Psalm 23; Matthew 25:31-46; 1 Corinthi-
ans 15:20-28 

Pope Pius XI instituted The Feast of Christ the King in 1925, to be 
celebrated throughout the universal church, in his encycli-
cal Quas Primas. He connected the increasing denial of Christ as 

king to the rise of secularism throughout much of Europe. At the 
time of Quas Primas, many Christians (including Catholics) began 
to doubt Christ's authority and existence, as well as the Church's 
power to continue Christ's authority. 

Pius XI, and the rest of the Christian world, witnessed the rise of 
non-Christian (or nominally Christian) dictatorships throughout 
Europe, and saw Catholics being persuaded by these earthly 
leaders. These dictators also often attempted to assert authority 
over the Church. Just as the Feast of Corpus Christi was institut-
ed when devotion to the Eucharist was at a low point, the Feast 
of Christ the King was instituted during a time when respect for 
Christ and the Church was waning, when the feast was needed 
most. 



 4 

Pius hoped the institution of the feast would have various 
effects. They were: 

1. That nations would see that the Church has the right to free-
dom, and immunity from the state (Quas Primas, 31). 
2. That leaders and nations would see that they are bound to 
give respect to Christ (Quas Primas, 32). 
3. That the faithful would gain strength and courage from the 
celebration of the feast, as we are reminded that Christ must 
reign in our hearts, minds, wills, and bodies (Quas Primas, 33). 

Today, the same distrust of authority exists, although the prob-
lem has gotten worse. Individualism has been embraced to such 
an extreme, that for many, the only authority is the individual 
self. The idea of Christ as ruler is rejected in such a strongly indi-
vidualistic system. Also, many balk at the idea of kings and 
queens, believing them to be antiquated and possibly oppres-
sive. Some even reject the titles of "lord" and "king" for Christ 
because they believe that such titles are borrowed from oppres-
sive systems of government. However true these statements 
might be (some kings have been oppressive), these individuals 
miss the point: Christ's kingship is one of humility and service. 
Jesus said: 

You know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gen-
tiles lord it over them, and their great ones make their authority 
over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoev-
er wishes to become great among you will be your servant; who-
ever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:42-45, NAB). 

and 

Pilate said to Jesus, "Are you the King of the Jews?"... Jesus an-
swered, "My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my king-
dom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting 
to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not here." So Pilate said to him, "Then you are a 
king?" Jesus answered, "You say I am a king. For this I was born 
and for this I came into the world,to testify to the truth (John 

18:33b, 36-37). 

Thus, Jesus knew the oppressive nature of secular kings, and in 
contrast to them, he connected his role as king to humble ser-
vice, and commanded his followers to be servants as well. In 
other passages of Scripture, his kingdom is tied to his suffering 
and death. While Christ is coming to judge the nations, his 
teachings spell out a kingdom of justice and judgment balanced 
with radical love, mercy, peace, and forgiveness. When we cele-
brate Christ as King, we are not celebrating an oppressive ruler, 
but one willing to die for humanity and whose "loving-kindness 
endures forever." Christ is the king that gives us true freedom, 
freedom in Him. Thus we must never forget that Christ radically 
redefined and transformed the concept of kingship. 

Christ the King Sunday used to be celebrated on the last Sunday 
of October, but since the calendar reforms of 1969, the feast 
falls on the last Sunday of Ordinary Time, which is the Sunday 
before Advent. It is fitting that the feast celebrating Christ's king-
ship is observed right before Advent, when we liturgically wait 
for the promised Messiah (King). 

History 

The earliest Christians identified Jesus with the predicted Messi-
ah of the Jews. The Jewish word "messiah," and the Greek word 
"Christ," both mean "anointed one," and came to refer to the 
expected king who would deliver Israel from the hands of the 
Romans. Christians believe that Jesus is this expected Messiah. 
Unlike the messiah most Jews expected, Jesus came to free all 
people, Jew and Gentile, and he did not come to free them from 
the Romans, but from sin and death. Thus the king of the Jews, 
and of the cosmos, does not rule over a kingdom of this world. 

Christians have long celebrated Jesus as Christ, and his reign as 
King is celebrated to some degree in Advent (when Christians 
wait for his second coming in glory), Christmas (when "born this 
day is the King of the Jews"), Holy Week (when Christ is the Cru-
cified King), Easter (when Jesus is resurrected in power and glo-
ry), and the Ascension (when Jesus returns to the glory he had 
with the Father before the world was created). However, Pius XI 
wanted to specifically commemorate Christ as king, and institut-
ed the feast in the Western calendar in 1925. 

In the 21st century many Western Christians, Catholic and 
Protestant, celebrate Christ the King Sunday, including Anglicans 
and Lutherans. Unfortunately, in some mainline Protestant 
churches, "king" language is not popular, and the feast is down-
played. However, in a chaotic and unjust world that seems to 
scorn any kind of authority, many Christians proudly celebrate 
Christ the King Sunday, where the loving and merciful - and just - 
king of the universe is praised and glorified. 
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Inez "Nezzie" Gathright 
FRAYSER, 96, passed away 
peacefully at her home 
with family by her side on 
Monday, September 21, 
2020.  
Inez was born on June 4, 
1924, in Goochland, Virgin-
ia, the fifth of six children 
to Inez Edwards Gathright 
and Carroll Augustus Gath-
right. She was the widow 
of William Ashby "Skeebo" 
Frayser Jr.; and is survived 
by her five children, Bren-
da F. Wright (Eddie), W. 
Ashby Frayser III, Lawrence 
P. Frayser II, Richard E. 
Frayser IV, Edward G. Frayser (Amy). Also surviving are her 
sister-in-law, Jeanne C. Frayser; 10 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. Mother's greatest joy in life was the 
love for her five children. Nezzie also enjoyed gardening, 

baking and being with friends during happy 
hour. Most important was the love of her 
church and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Prior to her death, 
Inez was under the 
care of St. Mary's 
Hospital and espe-
cially Bon Secours 
Hospice. A viewing 
was held Tuesday, 
September 29. 
 
A funeral mass 
with music was 
held at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 30, at St. 
Albans.   
 

Interment followed at 1 p.m. in Greenwood Memorial Gar-
dens,  
The family asked that memorial donations be given to St. 
Albans Anglican Church or to Bon Secours Hospice.  

1924 - 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Morning Prayer 
8am 

2 

Morning Prayer 
8am 

3 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

4 TRINITY XVII 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Eucharist at 8:30 

Adult ed at 9:45 

Mass 11:00 

Evensong 6 pm 

5 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

6 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

7  Morning  
Prayer 8am 
Bible Study 
10:00 
Food Pantry 1-
3p 
Anglican 
Study 6:00p 

8  
Morning Prayer 

8am 

 

9 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

10 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

11TRINITYXVIII 

Eucharist at 8:30 

Adult ed at 9:45 

Mass 11:00 

Evensong 6 pm 

12 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

13 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

14 
Morning  Pray-
er 8am 
Bible Study 
10:00 
Food Pantry 1-
3p 

15 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

Monthly Prayer 

Meeting  7pm 

16 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

17 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

18 ST. LUKE 
TRINITYXVIV 
 
Eucharist at 8:30 

Adult ed at 9:45 

Mass 11:00 

Evensong 6 pm 

19 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

20 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

21 
Morning  Pray-
er 8am 
Bible Study 
10:00 
Food Pantry 1-
3p 

22 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

23 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

24 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

25 CHRIST 
THE KING 
TRINITYXX 
Eucharist at 8:30 

Adult ed at 9:45 

Mass 11:00 

Evensong 6 pm 

26 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

27 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

28 SS. SIMON 
AND JUDE 
Morning  Pray-
er 8am 
Bible Study 
10:00 
Food Pantry 1-
3p 

29 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

30 
Morning Prayer 
8am 

  

31 
Morning Prayer 

8am 

All Saints  Eve 

 

 
Cathy Klarmann 09 
 Cathy Nexsen 09 
Jean Lampley 20 
Berneice Houlik 23  
Andy Klarmann 24  
Ed Darby 24  
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4006 Hermitage Road 
Richmond, Virginia 23227 

Phone: 804-262-6100 
Fax: 804-262-6171 
E-mail: stalbansacc@gmail.com  
WEBSITE:  .http://www.saintalbansanglican.org 

  

St. Alban’s Anglican Catholic Church 

Worship Schedule 

· ·  Sundays 
Sunday 8:30am - 9:30am Holy Eucharist  
Sunday 9:45am - 10:30pm Adult Study and Sunday School 
Sunday 11:00 am-12 Noon Holy Eucharist (music) 
Sunday 6:00pm - 7:00pm Choral Evensong 

· · Wednesdays 
Wednesday 12:00 Noon-12:45 Holy Eucharist  

· · Daily 
Monday-Saturday 8:00am-8:25am Matins (Chanted Morning Prayer)  

· · Holy Days 

 St. Alban's is a traditional Anglican parish locat-
ed Richmond, Virginia. St. Alban's is commit-
ted to Christianity as a way of life. Faithful-
ness to the ancient faith, reverence in wor-
ship, love for God and each other and holi-
ness in life are the hallmarks of the parish. If 
you are seeking a church home, we invite you 
to become a part of our growing parish family! 
We will embrace you, pray for you, and en-
courage you as we strive together to attain 
the kingdom of heaven.   

  
BRING  A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY 
Every Sunday is "Bring a Friend to Church" Sun-

day.   Let's  each try to remember to invite our 
friends to share our parish 's life in Christ. 

Like us on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/StAlbansACC 
Follow us on Twitter: www.Twitter.com/StAlbansACC or @StAlbansACC 
See our website:  http://www.anglicancatholic.org  

Founded in Richmond, 1984. on St Alban’s Day.  
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